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Massachusetts Bay Colony. At his death, a
year later, he left a bequest of one-half of his
estate, together with his library of 260 vol-
umes, to holp endow the new school at Cam-
bridge which the General Court of the Col-
ony had provided for in 1636. The General
Court thereupon ordered that the institution
should be called Harvard College. (See HAR-
VARD UNIVERSITY.) Consult H. C. Shelley's
John Harvard and His Times (1907) ; A, S.
Pier's Story of Harvard (1913) 5 S. F. Batch-
elder's Bits of Harvard History (1924).

Harvard College Observatory, the as-
tronomical department of Harvard Univers-
ity, founded in 1843, is located in Cambridge,
Mass. It is maintained chiefly for research
work, special attention being given to stellar
photography, photometry, and spectroscopy.
The entire sky is systematically and repeated-
ly photographed. These photographs are con-
stantly resorted to as the only record of the
history of some astronomical happening.
There is also a large library. Equally impor-
tant to many astronomers are the great cata-
logues which contain the photometric and
photographic magnitudes of the spectral
types of hundreds of thousands of stars. De-
tailed study has resulted in many important
discoveries, such as new variable stars, novae,
and the eighth and ninth satellites of Saturn.
Since 1891 a station has been supported at
Arequipa, Peru. AnnaU are published, sup-
plemented by Circulars and Bulletins.

Harvard University, the oldest and one
of the most influential institutions of higher
learning in the United States, is located in
Cambridge, Mass. It was founded in 1636 by
a grant of $2,000 by the Massachusetts Bay
Colony, at 'Newetowne,' afterwards Cam-
bridge, and named Harvard College in honor
of John Harvard, a non-conformist clergy-
man who bequeathed his library of 260 vol-
umes and half of his estate to the institution.
In 1637 the first building was erected, and in
1642 the first class was graduated, The Rev-
erend Henry Dunster was elected President
in 1640.

In 1650 a charter was granted by the Gen-
eral Court, intrusting the internal adminis-
tration to a corporation consisting of the
president, five follows, and the treasurer, to
be known as the President and Fellows of
Harvard College. During the administration
of the early presidents the college was great-
ly hampered by religious and political con-
troversies. At the opening of the igth century,
however, it had entered upon a period of
vigorous and steady growth. Among distin-

guished professors at this time were Henry
W. Longfellow, Oliver Wendell Holmes, and
James Russell Lowell. Many of the most
famous figures of the day* were graduates.
In 1807 began the expansion of the College
into a real institution comprising numerous
units of learning and experimental study. The
establishment of the Botanic Gardens was fol-
lowed by the Arnold Arboretum, Peabody
museum of ethnology and archeeology, Agas-
siz Museum of Natural History, the Fogg Art
Museum, and other valuable additions. The
growth of graduate schools followed, expand-
ing the college to a university of eminence
equal to Oxford and others abroad. In 1816
the Medical School was organized with a
separate faculty. The Law School was es-
tablished in 1817, the Divinity School in
1819, and the Dental School in 1867.
Transition from college to university was
effected during the presidency of Charles W.
Eliot, whose administration began in 1869.
To him are due the expansion of the elective
system, the higher standard for admission,
the organization of regular graduate instruc-
tion, and the encouraging of professional
study. A degree with distinction was estab-
lished for those attaining honors in their
special fields. In 1906 the Graduate Schools
of Applied Science were established.
President Eliot resigned in May, 1909, after
forty years' service, and was elected president
emeritus, an office especially created for him.
Dr. A. Lawrence Lowell, was inaugurated
president in October, 1909. University exten-
sion work was begun in 1910; the Graduate
School of Medicine was founded in 1912 ; and
the Graduate School of Business Administra-
tion in 1913. During President Lowell's ad-
ministration a great expansion of the quar-
ters of the university took place. This includ-
ed the starting of the 'House Plan' of residen-
tial units for the students. The Graduate
School of Business Administration was
housed in, a series of fine buildings across the
Charles River, made possible by the gift of
Mr. George F. Baker of New York. A new
art museum and chapel were built; and a
completely equipped laboratory for research
work and lectures in the sciences.
President James Bryant Conant succeeded
Lowell on his resignation in June, 1933. Em-
phasis on research and encouragement of the
specially gifted scholar by fellowships have
shown the new administration to be main-
taining Harvard's reputation as one of the
most influential universities in the world. As-
sociated with the University, there was